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July 15, 1996

9farris !Jl. 'Bass
'Vice President

(jeneralManager

Reed E. Hundt,Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW - Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Re. Interconnection, CC Docket No. 96-98

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED

JSEP f6~J996

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFIll OF SECRETARY

Thank you for the opportunity for Jim Voelker ofNextlink, William Glasgow and
myself ofPrime Cable to meet with you on May 29, 1996 in Washington DC. This letter
is a follow up to our discussions.

As the debate has ranged between the FCC and Capitol Hill over the past weeks,
it has become ever more apparent to us that it is essential for the FCC to set detailed
national standards on interconnection issues. Lack of uniformity of approach will
significantly add to the costs for competitors to move among different jurisdictions.
Moreover, we cannot effectively fight for competition on many fronts at one time.

Attached are several proposed rules setting forth the obligations of local exchange
companies under Section 251 (a) of the 96 act. These rules address three areas that we
believe are among the most important for competition to be successful.

• They include a specific deadline for implementation of a permanent
solution to the number portability issue, and provide financial
incentives for carriers to meet the deadline;

• They impose reporting requirements to aid the Commission in
determining technical parity for network interconnection; and

• They provide for an expedited complaint process.
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Please let me know if you or your staff have any questions about our proposal.

Sincerely,

---/.)6- . A -J. f) 6--Y)

Harris H. Bass
Vice President and General Manager

cc: James Voelker
William Glasgow
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